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Servia implied a decline in Russian influence in the
Balkans, but he feigned an intense indignation with
Austria for doing such a thing without consulting her
ally. c I am the last person in Europe/ he scribbled on
a despatch from Billow, ' to hear anything whatever
about it. ... Such are my thanks from the House
of Hapsburg.' But he made up his mind at once that
Germany must support Austria; loyalty to her ally
dictated that, and in no case must there be a rift in the
Triple Alliance. Then there was Turkey to consider.
For twenty years he had been her friendly counsellor
and supporter, but it was impossible to subscribe to
Turkey's protest to the Powers at Austria's having
annexed two of the provinces under her suzerainty and
having approved the independence of a third, while for the
sake of the solidarity of the Triple Alliance he was bound
to range himself with Austria. But England had supported
that protest, and to his inveterately jealous mind there was
his uncle filching his own policy of friendliness towards
Turkey. ' A great score over us for Edward VII ! ' he
bitterly commented. Moreover, since he himself was
now condoning the flat violation of the Treaty of
Berlin, once more his uncle scored, c and henceforth
could inscribe *f Protector of Treaties '' on his banner.'
In whatever dilemma he found himself placed, he
attributed the devising of it to the same sinister
influence. This obsession was irrepressible and must
find expression everywhere: the margins of state papers,
submitted to him for perusal and signature, were a
fine outlet, for so his Ministers would read the eloquence
of his contempt, and he scribbled on them: * England ! '
* Uncle ! ' ' A most charming fellow this King E. VII!'
' Ineffable cheek !' c Pharisee !' < Rot! ' 'Twaddle!5